Use Your Power(points)
for Good, Not Evil!
Tip Sheet for CAPP and PREP Providers in New York State
Many CAPP and PREP providers are using PowerPoint slides to support implementation of BPBR or
MPC. We're seeing a lot of positive uses of PowerPoint, but also some uses that concern us. So your
TA Team brainstormed a few DOs and DON'Ts for your consideration.
DO use PowerPoint:
• To help you keep the program on point and structured. Having PowerPoint slides up in the
background of the action can help you and participants stay on track.
• To display instructions for an activity so that you don't have to repeat the instructions 40
times!
• To make images – such as birth control methods -- more visible (but see below about STDs!)
• To reinforce messages/information – displaying answers to certain activities, such as the
Calling Koko activity or condom use steps.
DON'T use PowerPoint:
• To replace interacting with participants. Think about how you feel when you're in a workshop
and the presenter starts reading a lot of text from PowerPoint slides. Personally, we'd prefer
to stick our collective head under a blanket and have a nice nap. PowerPoint is usually not
very engaging! Your interaction with young people, and theirs with you and with each other, is
what makes the program engaging. When programs are less interactive, they're less
effective, too.
• For group agreements. The group agreements should be brainstormed together, and posted
where they can be seen and referenced at each session--a great technique for keeping group
sessions on track (PDF). Putting them on a PowerPoint slide as part of a longer presentation
keeps them hidden from view for most of the session.
• For brainstorming. You don't want to pre-fill a slide representing a brainstorm—that could
undermine the participants' sense that what they say matters. We recommend sticking to
good, old-fashioned flip charts. If you can't use a flip chart, project a blank page (such as a
Word document) for the brainstorm and type the ideas in, then return to the PowerPoint
when the brainstorm text is no longer needed.
• To project photos of STDs. Gross and scary photos of STDs may get a big reaction from
participants, but are not effective as a way to motivate healthy behaviors in the long run (see
#3 in this ETR post for more on this topic). They also shame and stigmatize people who have
STDs.
In short, PowerPoint can be helpful as a supplement, keeping things moving where you want them to
go, but your students will thank you if you do NOT use them as a primary teaching tool. Also
remember that using a PowerPoint is an adaptation, so be sure to run it by your TA support person.

